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TO THE | | * 
Right Hon, HENRY DUNDAS, 
f MELVILL, Eq, © 


Dean of the Faculty of Advocates, 
N Keeper of His Majeſty's Signet for Scotland, 
Member of Parliament for the County of Mid 
Lothian, 

Deputy Governor of the Bank of Scotland, 
One of the Truſtees for the Fiſheries, Improve- 
ments, and Manufactures of Scotland, 
Vice Preſident of the Royal Society of 
1 Edinburgh, 

| Treaſurer of His Majeſty's Navy, 
One of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable wad 
Council, 
One of the Commiſſioners for Indiag 
And late One of the Extraordinary Managers 


of the Royal Infirmary, 
4. tho, dec. 
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SIR, 


AnmareD 1 a been wn 
| and ny far your conduct, I have, with much 


= i * „ * 
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labour and difficulty, made my way through 
the numerous battalion of titles which encircle 
your ſacred perſon, in order to lay moſt humbly 
nt your feet the following Hiſtorical Narrative 
of the exploits of your beloved friend, the 
Sheriff of Mid Lothian, Elevated fo high as 
you are, and exalted to an eminence, whence 
o eye takes in, with as much eaſe as the 

vil did upon the top of the mountain, the 


Sotla eaftward, to the borders of Pegu, | 


4 Tl e Thi lower and cheles 13 e 
770 may provinces from bound to bound, 


As our Milton ſings. Thoſe who are unacquaint- 
ed with you might think, that you would be 
apt to overlook the little ſpeck of Mid Lothian, 
But the frecholders of that county know other- 


wiſe,” They know, that, ſo frequently even 


as once in the ſix or ſeven years, nay even of- 
tener, ſhould Parliament be diſſolved ſooner 
vou, who during the reſt of the time are their 
lord and maſter, deign, like the Romans du« 
ring the time of the Saturnalia,, to become 


Aae & whoſe 


Whole range of the Britiſh empire, from Nova 


their Tous 1 wilt moſt hymbly upon thoſh, 


o | 


_  Plitvients, The! apoſtle” to the Theſſklonians 


your eulogium conlifts in this: that you have 


Em 1 


Whoſe higheſt honour it le to attend upon you. 
The following Narrative, therefore, | both as it 


regards Mid Lothian, and alſo as it relates the 


Ulvſtrious deeds of your friend, the Sheriff 
elalme, in a parttculat manner, _ pa- 


. e i ei e 
1 Atti! Woo . 


Four character may be ſummed "e in a fow 
words, for 1 ſhall not deal in fulſotne com- 


gives the followiug precept: „ Prove all 
„things i hold faſt that which is good." Now 


compleatly fulfilled the apbſtalical, | injunRion'; 
you have proved all things; you hive uni- 
formly held faſt that which was good. Did 


not you prove Lord North? Did not you prove 
Lord'Shelburne ? Do not: you now prove Mr, 


Pitt) Nav not you been a Tory or 'a Whig) 
a monarchy man or a Republican; an oppoſer 


of reform in Parliament, or an advocate for it; 
a friend to the Eaſt-Indla delinquents, or an 


enemy to them, in proportion to the good. 


things to be drawn” from the one line of cons 
duct or the other And that too with a noble 


if * 


ans contempt 


, | . „ 1 
4 contempt. of the opinion of the . world, and” 
even of the judgement of poſterity, ' which 
dumps double dignity upon  yout chatacer. 
Indeed ſuch is your abhorrence of evil, and 
natural propenſity to that which is good, that 
you cling to the one as iron does to the load · 
one, and ſhrink from the other with the in- 1 
ſtinct of the ſenſitive, plant. Nay, you even 
contrive to hold the good things you have one 
ſeized upon ſo faſt, that they cannot be wrung 
from you even by the diſſolution of tha Mini | © 
try who gave them... Witneſs that very gd | 
thing, the office of Keeper of the Signet, 
which no power now, but death, can tear 
from you» And fo ns * * commands 
| ment of Wer 187 We 


I as * many: een of hel which 
you fulfil as religiouſly ; but leſt I hould-be' 


| ſuſpected of adulation, 1 ſhall conclude with 
obſerving, that you have even modelled your 
_ vloquence upon feripturs precept, ( Cry aloud = 
„and ſpare not; lift up your voice like a 
* erumpet,” is a rule laid down by one of the 
prophets, un of wich: oh 2 


TT 10 ,” 
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Vou ſpare, indeed, neither your tons nor 
your. adverſaries, nor any one of thoſe "who. 
happen to be within the reach of your ſpittle, © 
which ſhowers down upon them in a'drizzly+ 


cloud, like water from a jet dq eau. In ſhort, 


Sie, you are the only man in Britain worthy of 
being put at the head of this ee, „ 


1 | 
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4 5 160 1 am, Sir, ( | 6 I 
— " 7 1 #1417 1 
(At n \V With 5 bigheſ reſpect, tt 
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As the following piece gives a detail of a 
very new and uncommon kind of policy, 1 
have thought it neceſſary to inform my read» 
ers, that, however ſtrange they may appear, 
yet the facts in it are moſt compleatly aſcer» 
tained indeed I am fo certain of the truth of 
eyery one of them, that if; a ſingle particle of 
the Narrative be diſproved, I ſhall allow the 
whole to be called a romance. Many hearſay 
ſtories of uncertain foundation, though in 
themſelves probable enough, I paſſed over un · 
noticed, confining myſelf ſolely to thoſe facts 
of which I was either an eye witneſs, or of 
which I received information upon which T 
could aſſuredly depend; ſo that I can vouch 
for their truth upon the word of a chriſtian. 
If we , confider, indeed, for a moment, the 


character of the great perſonage who is the 


hero of my ſtory, we cannot entertain a doubt 
"Sp but 


I wit. 1 

but that he muſt ſtrike into ſome new road, 
and not jog on in the old, beaten, hacknied 
path, which ſo many have trod before him. He 
is. the brother - in- lay of Mr. Henry Dundas; 
he is the man who marſhals the Mid Lothian 
veterans, and who leads them on to battle and 
to victory: and can wo doubt but that a portiou 
of Henry's ſpirit is infuſed into his 'kinſman ? 
As far, then, as the exalted policy of that 
great ſtateſman excells the antiquated, obſolete, 
utiartificial policy of the houſe of Cavendiſh 
as high as his abilities riſe above thoſe of Eds 
mund Burke or Charles Fox, ſo far muſt the 

conduct of Sheriff Cockburn ſurpaſs that of 
every other Sheriff, If my facts, then, need 
u confirmation from theory, they have itz but 
they do not need it, they are able to ſupport 
themſelves: this, Ly, once for all, and 1 


Ah N 


will not repeat it. 


It may be neceſſary too to notice, that the 
Engliſh reader will, doubtleſs, find in this 
piece many of thoſe inaccuracies which go un- 
der the name of Seotici/ms, Some of theſe, 
Which were pointed out to mo by my ſon, who 


| plas! by the folly of the times, might be ba- 


1 
is a ſtudent at the College of Ediuburgh, and 


who has affiſted me in the embelliſhment of 
ſotne. parts of this work, and ſmoothed thoſe 


' rugged' places which muſt have hurt the public 


eye, I might have corrected. But knowing 
that there was a book written expreſily upon 
Scoticiſms, by the illuſtrious Mr. Sinclair of 
Ulbſter, (whom God proſper in his preſent 
conteſt againſt that raſcal, Charles Fox, about 
the boroughs of Kirkwall, &c.) I have thought 
that it would be doing that author a favour to 
leave my Scoticiſms uncorrected, in order to in» 
duce people to read his book, which otherwiſe, 


niſhed to the ſauff-ſhop, if it bl: not there al- 


ready. Should this be the caſe, I hope that 


the anxiety of the Public to underſtand fully 


the exploits of our Sheriff will produce a fe 


cond edition of it, 4 re 14.6 ew 
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Mau v, z deer coovmymen; have is -engtent: 
und modern times, deſerlbed the celebrated tranſac - 

| Hons of thoſe men who have Ciſtinguiſtied them»! 
ſelves by their courage or their wiſdom, in great 
and important affairs; and 1 had waited along titne- 


in expectation that ſome more able pen would have 


undertaken the talk of recording the exploits of our 
worthy Sheriff, Cockburn; but, alas, not a ſingle 
drop of ink has yet been ſpent in this laudable 
work, except in the newſpapers. This brings to 
my mind what I formerly read in an old heatheniſh - 
author, called Horace, when at the Latin ſchool,-- 
(for before I came to this great city, I had got a 
ſmattering of the learned languages in our pariſh) 
that many great men had been forgotten, merely for 
want of 2 hiſtorian to record their deeds 3 and be- 
N | B ing 


* 


ee; 


1 * 


ing unwilling that the memory of our Sheriff ſhout 


- periſh, I have embraced every leifure moment to 


form a juſt and faithful narrative of his behaviour 
and achievemnts in the late riots, by which his fame 
might be ſpread abroad over the whole face of my 
native country. I hope that none of thoſe famous 

hiſtorians, who adorn our country, ſuch as Dr. Ro—-— 
bertſon, Dr. Ferguſon, and Dr. Stuart, will con- 

fider me as an impertinent intruder into their pro- 
vince, Moſt willingly would 1 relinquiſh the taſk 
to them, who could do it ſo much greater juſtice than 
I can pretend to de; but, ſince they have paſſed” 
over in ſilence thoſe ever memorable tranſactions, 1 
hope my countrymen will forgive me for ſtepping 
forward like a ſoldier from the ranks, when the ſupe- 
rior officers have deſerted their tations. I am, indeed, 
afraid that the higher claſſes of people, diſguſted with 
the uncoutkneſs of my ſtile, may throw away my little 


* 


work (if they ſhould even deign to look upon it) 


with a ſmile of contempt. But to this I muſt ſub- 
mit with reſignation, ſupported by the conſciouſneſs 
of having performed my duty to the community at 
large; and even with regard to theſe high folks, 1 
have ſome hopes that the greatneſs of the tranſac- 


tions will compenſate fon the meanneſs/ of the ſtyle, 


and that their huſtre will, in ſome degree, illuminate 
my-darkneſs, - At any rate, however this may be, 


and whatever may be the fate of my poor produe- 


tion 1 mull, without n woloev. W 17 
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Ir o "was * the King's 0 in 4 preſent 
year of dur Lord, 1784, that the attack owa made 
vpom the diſtillery at Canon-mills, belonging to 
James Haig, and Co. rectiflers and compounders 
of ſpirituous liquors, and in which our Sheriff had 
an apportunity of ſignalizing his proweſs—The com- 
mon people had got it into their heads, whether 
right or wrong I leave ta the judgement of thoſe whis 
far-ſurpaſs' me in knowledge, that this diſtillery 
decaſioned ſuch a confumption” of the fruits of 
the earth, as tended to deprive the poor of all 
denominations, of the means of ſupporting them« 
ſelves. and families in any comfortable manner by 
their labour. Various rumours to this purpoſe had 
beeti:induftriouſly circulated for many days previous 
to the King's birth day, und had never been at- 
tempted to be contradicted — I have been told, that 
it is the buſineſs of a hiſtorian to aſſign the cauſes of 
thoſe events which be relates ; and, in conformity 
to this rule, I muſt obſerve, that the reaſon Why ne 
means were uſed to enlighten the people upon this 
ſubject, ſeems to have been in order to afford am op- 
portunity for the diſplay of thoſe qualities in our 


rolers- and eſpecially in our Sheriff, which mut 
mob = 


B 2 ; other· 


47 
otherwiſe have lain dormant, and thus deprived the 
| world of the benefits to be derived from contem- 
plating them, We are told, you know, my coun« 
trymen, in the Bible, that“ the magiſtrate does 
© not bear the ſword in vain,” Now, can we ſup» 
poſe, that our Sheriff, whoſe reverence for the Bible 
is ſo well known, could contradi® fo avowedly and 
- glaringly one of its precepts, us to allow his ſword 
to ruſt in its ſcabbard, in 'a dark corner of his 
room, which would moſt certainly have been bear, 
ing it in vain, or rather, indeed, pot bearing it at all ? 
Can we ſuppaſe, that he wanted the pious inſtigations 
of our magiſtrates, whoſe exemplary attendance upon, 
and conduct in church, edify and inſtru@ the whole 
town of Edinburgh ? Surely no — Let other magif. 
trates of ether boroughs wield their bottles of port, 
claret, champaigne, or -tockay ! The magiſtrates of 
our town will wield their maces, and the Sheriff of 
our county, bear his ſword ! Now there being no 
poſũble way. of bearing the ſword in a proper manner, 
excepy in the caſe of a. mob, my brother hiſtorians, 
to whoſe deciſion 1 willingly ſubmit myſelf, will, I 
hope, agree with me in accepting the cauſe. L have 
thus aſſigned for no means being uſed to convince 
the people of the groundleſſneſs of their clamours, 
it indeed they were W * ta tuin * 
e — einn e | 


'+ Though the * of pollen « or — 1 


. e of our times, as I have heard ſome al- 


edge, has reduced thoſe formidable mobs, who uſed to 


1 
domineer in our ſtreeti without control upon the King's 
birth day, to a very pitiful number indeed] yet, ſtill 
the children at leaſt, joined wich one or two ſcattered 
here and there of larger ſtature, contrive, ſamehow or 
other, to keep up a buſtle in honour of our moſt 
gracious Sovereign A mob of this deſcriprion, after 
tiring themſelyes with the fooleries of dead cats and 
old barrels, paraded down to Canon-mills — Our 
Sheriff and magiſtrates, while the mob was expreſſing 
its loyalty. one, way, were expreſſing theirs. in ano» 
ther ; and, tatally regardleſs (which I deſire every 
one to aſcribe to their high ſpirit and magnanimity) 
of the conſequences which the temper of the popu- 


lace ſeemed to threaten, were toſſing numerous 


bumpers, to the health of our Sovereign (God bleſs 
A and the ene of n But as it hap» 


E 1 HI 
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8 This Family! is now Sls. called a Houſe, * whether 
ſeriouſly or ironically 1 have never been able to diſcover: for my 
own part, I mean it ſeriouſly ; and to ſupport my opinion, I have 
thought it proper to ſtate ſome faQts relating to its 1 by 
| which moron my be able to owes for themſelyes:. & 


; ts Seder Aeneas by chis emily, and 

the almoſt laviſh reſpe& which the people of Scotland pay them, fully 
intitle them, in my opinion, to the name of Houſe, The novelty of its 
riſe, of which we ſhall ſpeak ſhartly, forms no objection to this. It ia, 


Indeed, rather a confirmation of it. It thus poſſeſſes all the gloſs of 
youth, undefiled by the ruſt which covers the Houſes of Cavendiſh 
- or Hanover. It ie to no purpoſe; therefore, that their enemies 
Vrge, that the preſent intereſt of the family is entirely owing, not 
> DEER e for n mere upſtarts, and 
„ 1 


[TSF 


pened to Belhtzrar and hls. princes, whey ag the 
praphet Daniel informs: un, were, in the. midſt of 
their jollity and-carouſaly, thrown into the utmaſt 
Jiſmay;- by the appearance of the hand writing on 
the wall, ſo the news of the march of the Lillipu· 
tion army to Canot-rmills rouſed our Sheriff from 
. E cd r e "OY and 

156 bras 


r 1 We 2 771 if, is M bas Tenge 
as poor u rats, but to the varibus, or rither vatiabld tatertrs of Mr. 
Henry Dundas. We admit this in its full extent; fon what does it 
prove? Why, the merit of the pfeſegt members of the family, und 
nothing el ſe: hence double luftre is reflected upon them. But to 
bew more fully the greatneſs of this Houſe, it may be properto trace 
ies riſe; and this 1 am able to de both from my own Wee 
partly, und in particular, from what 1 have heard rein“ A btéther 
of mine, whO v long an upper fervant iu the Preſident's Family, 
end very much in the good graces both of the maſter and his lady, 
and who has fince been provided for very genteely by Mr, Henry's 
intereſt; a thing, indeed, which is common to him with almeft 
every other ſervant of the family, whoſe claims are Ways attended 
wo, #3 in juſtice they ought, preferably to thoſe of any freeholder iu 
the county. He has often aſſured me, what indeed 1 knew myfelf; 
that; before the time of Mr. Henry Dundas, none bf this Houſe 
were..cither powerful or relpettes; though they Purfucd: the very) 
fame plan of policy which he has done; ſcrupling as little as him- 
| felf to change ſides as oc ſerved from violent, Jacobites be- 

coming violent Whigs, and making up for their meditated treaſoris, by 
their warmth agtinſi their vid afſociates. But the Court, of that day 
yas flow in rewarding ſuch exetpliry pietyz und whether Jatobites = 
or Whigs, rabellious or loyal, the family of Arniſton remained hid 
in the ſatne was veſerved. for the pious rely of George | 
the Third, to put in practice the eyangulical ;precept, of receiving 
one repenant finner with maze joy, then ningry and aibe who have 
never finued, Even & late as when poor Sade had a/ four ley Pres 
llemer 
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177270 
brandiffiing like the champion of King Eriſpin on 
the 25th of October, his ſword, inſtead of u Whip, 
boldly advanced to the aſſembled rioters. You alt 
know, gentle readers, that a mob very much reſem« 
bles a ſnow ball, which gatherr by rolling; and this 
mob formed no exception to the general rule. By 


the woos: of ſeyeral, who, neither fo large as 
Gelen. 


figment, he, though to the full as eloquent as Mr. Henry, as thoſe | 
who have compared their ſpeeches in the Court of Seffion and Ge» 
neral Aſſembly can witneſs, was never heard with patience, nor at» . 
racted the ſmalleſt notice or confideration, Mere want of principle, 
z qualification now in ſuch requeſt, was not, it ſeems, equally ſo 
then. The independent combinations of men which then unhap- 
pily ruled this couutry, were friends to principle, and deteſted ver- 
fatility ; and though venal men (ſo they were then ealled, but our 
times give them a more honourable name) who were ready to join 
any party that was uppermoſt, might now and then inſinuate ihem- 
ſelves into. the moſt ſubordinate offices, yet they might as well have 
hoped to attain the Crewn itſelf, as any department of confidence 
But now that the country is governed by one perſon, that man is / 
the moſt acceptable who readily performs all his commands, or, what 
is the ſame thing, the commands of the Court: nay, the baſer he 

is, the hetter, becauſe he, can the more eaſily be cruſhed. whenever: | 
, any, emergeney requires it. Hence the power of Mr. Dundas. 
Hence the dignity of the Houfe of Arniſton- Mr, Henry's family - - 

was. ye. but obſcure when he got into Parliament, and be thus be- 
came a fit object for Court favour. His frequent fits. of repentance. 
fince, that le, his frequent change of ſentiments, for this, learned 
men, tell us, is the meanlug of the original word, have made that 
pious, body $11 mor rejoice over him eſpecially, as from his being 
a Qagdy bellaver, and adopting impligitly whatever creed, the Court, 
which. ie his,' a» it bs every political bellever's, Cathollo Church, 


ehuſe: ' + eflablifh, they are cortald of bis turalng from the, evi] of his, 
doings 


012.0 


the ſtature of boys, it now. made a figure not al- 
together deſpicable, The Sheriff, therefore, well 
pleaſed at his delay, by which a number worthy of 
his appearance had got time to aſſemble, aſſuming 
the dignity and tone of the magiſtrate, attended at 
the ſame time by a military force, and having made 
the riot act be mumbled over, began to harrangue 
the mob in manner as follows ; 


4 41 My Lads, 
# What do you propoſe to yourſelves by this, 


« riotous behaviour? — Don't you know that 
[At this inflant a fone came whizzing by, but with« 


„dolage upon à moment's warning, Nor le the greatneſb of his Houſe 
any bar to this implicit belief, His Houſe, indeed, le great, 
nnd the greater upon that very account z but it lu great only in 
Scotland — There it le, that all its beams are concentrated, to warm 
and cheriſh, and vivify, his dependents 4 to ſcorch, and blaſt, and 


wither, his opponents, What is done in this diſtant region is , 
little conſequence to the Court, He may burn in Seotland like the fun 


In the dog days, but in England he is only « twinkling tar 1 means 
with regard to perſonal influence, and the influence of his Houſe, ' 
In England, therefore, he is il! av fit for the purpoſes of the Court, 
ns when he firſt Nepped Into Gt, Stephen's chapel, obſcure and un - 
known, But it is time to finiſh this note, In which I think 1 have 
fully proved the Juſineſs of the title of Howe of Armen. Many 
other families will thus be erected Into Houſes of conſiderable lol 
magnitude — For a ſpecimen, do we not ſee the Houſe of Robinſon, / 


at of Jack Robinſon the rat catcher, I mean 1 the Houſe of Jen - 


xinſun too; Houſes, which joined with the Houſe of Arnifien, 


form three of the moſt powerful Houſes in Great Britain, * 
o , 


Goliah; or eyen the Iriſh giant, were yet muck above 


N 


} 
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of ſo worthy a Sheriff, and the irreparable loſs the 


{ #3 
out doing amy execution, the Sheriff having ' luckily 
happened to reel to the oppoſite fide, ] ' Don't you. 
„% know that I can order you all to be ſhot in a mos» 
© ment? Don't you know" —— [ Another flone had 
followed — and another, | — © Don't you know, I 
« ſay, that, though I were killed, the King could 
« get another Sheriff?“ — He would have gone on 
thus diſplaying his eloquence, and paiting the mob ta 
the que/tion, inſtead of hutting them in priſon; but 
finding the matter grow ſerious, and conſidering the 
grief it muſt occaſion to his Sovereign to be deprived - 


county muſt ſuffer if any accident ſhould befal him, 
his loyalty and patriotiſm got the better of hig impe- 
tuoſity, and articulating as diſtinctly as he could, 
« Stop, my Lads — tell me what you want, and 1 
« ſhall ſatisfy you,“ he at laſt obtained a ceſſation of 
arms. The ringleaders of the mob then advancing 
to the conference, demanded the releaſe of certain 
priſoners, taken by the Haigs, in defence of their 
property, before the Sheriff came ; and that two of 
the Haig's ſervants, who had been chiefly active in 
eaking theſe priſoners, and in the defence of the 
works, ſhould be committed to priſon for their au» 
dacity, 8s one of the mob had been ſhot In the fray, 
And lo! gentle reader, the Sheriff complied with 
theſe. demands : thus diſplaying the firſt example of 
hat unparallelled policy which my poor pen has un- 
dertaken to celebrate, Upon this policy I beg leave 


to mike « few obſervations, in order to give my res- 


der a/complee an (den of it as J am able Wh 
1 C In 


glory to him from their defeat; but, of this, more 


10 J 


In the firſt place, then, I muſt obſerve, that 
among the priſoners were ſome of the chiefs of the 
mob, whom individuals, boldly ruſhing in, hud 
| ſeized without oppoſition, Now, as theſe fellows 
had been ſeized, not by the command of the Sheriff, 
but by private perſons; and as it belongs to him, 
and him only, to quell mobs and make priſoners, 
this ger was an invaſion of his authority, which his 
high ſpirit could not brook, In delivering up theſe 
priſoners, therefore, he both vindicated his injured 
dignity, and pacifled the mob, whoſe ſtones felonl- 
ouſly almed at his perſon, Secondly, This conduct 
ſerved to diſplay his courage, It was as if he had 
ſaid to the rioters, “ Gentlemen, I diſdain to take 
" any advantage of you, Here, I have your chiefs, 
% your heads, your leaders — take them back, Meet 
* me again with your united ſtrength — I will not 
” decline the combat,” And is not this courage, 
gentle reader? Yes; and of the higheſt kind too, 
Indeed it will be found afterwards, that one of the 
Sheriff's chief reaſons for patching up this compoſi» 
tion with the mob was, that they were not yet ſuffi- 
ciently formidable, and could not acquire ſufficient 


in the ſequel; Thirdly, "Theſe priſoners were taken 
in the fact: to deliver them up, then, was ſhewing 

that the Sheriff's power was ſo great as to enable him 

. to contradict an act of Parliament, Now, what 

more calculated than this to inſpire the people with « 

. reverence for the Sheriff? And what more neceſſary . 

than that the Sheriff ſhould be reverenced ? What a 


great 


L in 1 | 
great man muſt he be who can break through an act 
of Parllament ! — This procedure, then, was moſt 
excellently fitted to increaſe the dignity of Mr. Cock= 
bura's character. But was it prudent, or was it juſtl= 
flable? Some one may ſay, O yes | Surely, yes, in the 
higheſt degree prudent and juſtiflable, “ The Court 
of Seffion,” as Dr. Stuart tells us, and as every prac* 
titloner at the bar ſees done every day, “ can look 
« with Impudence in the face of an act of Parla- 
% ment,” And why, pray, ſhould the Sheriff look 
with leſs Impudence Is not his title as good as 
theirs } Does not their pradvice juſtify his prudence } 
As to its being juſtifiable, I hall prove that in an In- 
ſtant, The people of Scotland, from being the moſk 
haughty and turbulent people in Europe, have, for 
vpwards of ſixty years paſt, by ſome, I ſhall not ſay 
unaccountable, for it can be accounted for, but by 
ſome ſtrange perverſity, become the moſt abje& and 
ſupine ; and civil liberty thus being no longer diffu · 
ſed over the whole body of the people, has retreated | 
into the narrow compaſs of the Court of Seſſion, and 
men of ſpirit, like our Sheriff, Now, liberty having 
ſomething of elaſticity in it, which likewiſe is in- 
creaſed by its being bundled up ſo compactly, now 
and then makes a ſudden ſpring, and accordingly 
produces effects which an Engliſhman could never 
dream. of. in the paroxyſin of his freedom, Hence 
the Court of Seſſion breaks acts of Parliament — 
hence the Sheriff breaks them too, Rejoice, then, 
my. countrymen | — Scotſmen dare violate the regula» 
tion of Parliament, which the men of England 
942 * 7 dare 
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dete not do; That privilege,” indeed, is confined te 
a few but ſtill theſe few are Scotſmen, If you all 
enjoyed liberty, it would not be juſtifiable to treſpaſs 
agaluſt act of Parliament. But it is juſtifiable now z 
for the defect of extenſion it is right ſhould be ſup- 
plied by the augmentation. of power. The licen- 
tiouſdeſi of the few muſt be mingled with the ſlavery 
of the many, to make up-a compound, which may 
ferve for freedom. It may, indeed, be objected that 
theſe few are tyrants, who exalt themſelves Above all 
uw. But this is the objection of ignorance and ma- 
 Ignity, Of ignorance; for fo fond, on the contrary, 
d the Court of Seſſion of laws, that it lays in a new 
ſtock of them every day, for fear the old ſhould be 
exhauſted. Of malignity ; becauſe to call thoſe ty- 
| Fants who, like our Sheriff and the Court of Seſſion, 
condeſcend to eaſe us of the burden of liberty, and 
 earry it on their own backsz nay more, who ſave us 
the trouble of breaking acts of Parliament, by break- 
ing them to our hands, and thus expoſe themſelves 
to be hanged for our ſakes; is to abuſe our benefuc 
tors, and Nander our friends, From theſe three con · 
fiderations, then, to- which many more might be 
added, the reader may be fully convinced of the wiſ- 
dom of the Sheriff's policy. But his wiſdom did not 
top here, In committing Haig's ſervants to priſon, 
he formed a deſign equally ſublime and new. Know- 
ing from his reſearches in philoſophy, in which, 1 am 
told, he id very learned, that a ſhew of. generoſity has 
oſten great effect upon the multitude, he reſolved to 
. fend up theſe men with almoſt no guard, expoſed to 


9 L 1 
. the utmoſt fury of the rabble, enraged at the death of 

_ that companion, Whar exalted generoſity, my coun- 
trymen | — Shew me a Sheriff in all Scotland who 
would have done the ſame !— Nor was it unreward- 
ed. The men did narrowly eſcape their fury ; and 
_ were at laſt ſafely lodged in priſon for defending their 
| — The mob, thus ſoothed, quickly dife 
rp thus ended the- firſt campaign of the 
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En our tuft chapter we have ſeen the- qualities of 
our Sheriff diſplayed in ſuch luſtre, even in my poor 
deſcription of them, that . ſtrangers to his character 
may be apt to ſuſpe& that nothing equal, not to ſay 
ſuperior, could ever be performed even by him. But 
if they proceed to read what I am to relate in this 
chapter, they will find that the actions of the fourth 
of June are nothing to thoſe which happened on the 
ſeventh of that month, I am perſuaded, that when 
they conſider them, they will exelalm, If they happen 
to remember the lines, in the words which I have ſeen 


in a play book, called Shakeſpeare, 


i 0 (ch day, 
*« Jo fought, f followed, and (6 fairly won, 
4 Came net vill now te dignify the times, 
nee Caſur'y fortuncy IN 


In eanſequence of that deep polley which actusted 
the Sheriff and magiſtrates, and which I have taken 
nötlee of before, namely, not “ to bear the ſword 
w in vain,” three days did not elapſe betwixt the 
firſt and ſecond attack upon the diſtillery, The mob 
Was diſperſed upon the fourth, but In ſuch a way as 
encouraged them again to aſſemble In « more forml» 
dable manner, and with more effect, My readers 
mult indeed fee this with half an eye, as the ſaying 

in, 


U 1 


is, and I will not therefore affront them with dwel« 
ling any longer upon it, but leave them to that admi - 
ration, which cannot fail to be excited in their minds, 
when conſidering how ably the Sheriff provided that 


dne mob ſhould beget another, and that too more 


luſtry and vigorous than its parent, To the detail of 
_ l ſhall n now proceed; 


You 1 0 wal my countrymen, ſuch: of 
you at leaſt as live in Mid Lothian, or even farther 
off, that 4 famous woman, who acted plays, called 
Mrs, Siddons, was at this time in Edinburgh, 
Thoſe who went to ſee her the ofteneſt, have told 
me, that they do not remember to have ſeen our Pro · 
voſt or any of the magiſtrates there, til! rhe night of 
the ſeventh of June. Why they pitched upon that 
particular night may, perhaps, to common obſervers, 
earry nothing wonderful In It, But I, who have con» 
templated fo often the wiſdom of our magiſtrates; 
eannot but belleve that there was ſomething In It 
very polſileal. The welghty concerns of government 
deeupfed them too much to have allawed them ta de- 
ſeend to the trifles of u theatre, even though a Sid» 
dons ſhould take a ſhare In them, 80 much, Indeed 
wat this the caſe, that it ly @ real truth, what thely 
enemies meant for a calumny, but which 1 record to 
thelr praiſe, that one of them, over-perſuaded by hls 
wife, having afterwards gone ta ſee the play of Zara, 
miſtook a miſerable actreſi, 4 Mrs, Wilmot Welle, 
who repreſented Almerla, for Mrs, 8iddong, and la- 
vue accordingly all his praiſes upon her. There 


muſk, 
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muſt, therefore, have been ſomething very political 
In this; and I am now going to tell what It was, 


Dy being out of the way, they gave the mob a quiet 
opportunity of gathering together, which they muſt 
have etherwife wanted and this appears to have 
been concerted betwixt them and the Sheriff, You 
will ſurely all agree, my gentle readers, that there ls 
ne kind of magnanimity or courage diſplayed in fight» 
Ing with a child, and that no Arength is required to 
eruſn a weed under your feet, If you want to by 
eſtwemed a great boxer, you will challenge ſome luſty, 
ſtrang - boned, brawny fellow, whom It In the greateſt 
honour to overcame, and by whem lu js na diſgrace 
even to be drubbed, and get a ſound buſting. - If you 
want te ſhow the ſtrength af your arms, you will at» 
tempt to fell ſame huge tree, and never regard a (apy 
ling: Now this was the expreſi policy of our high» 
minded Sheriff; and for this purpoſe every engine 
was (kt in motion. to ſpirit up 4 mob, except direct 
encouragement, By the aſiſtance of the military in 


the Caſtle, and the drageens of Dalkeith, Muſſel 


| burgh, Haddington, &c. he. reckoned himſelf cooks 
Core, as they ſay, of cruſhing the moſt! formidable 
mob that could well be raiſed ; and it being a matter 
of ſome difficulty to get the rabble ſet on to this in 
ſufficient numbers, ar ſufficient ſtrength, it was con- 
certed betwixt him and the magiſtrates to lie ſnug 
as it were, and the populace in the mean time, «cs = 
cording. to the proverb, which ſays, “ Well knows 

« the. mouſe when the cat is not at home,“ having 


aſſembled in full force, might fall into, his. paws 
whenever 


: ( 9 J- 
whenever he choſe to make a ſudden leap upon 
them. In conſequence of this plan, à box is taken 


In the play-houſe for the magiſtrates and thelr 
ſpouſes, In which they take thelr ſeats in all the pomp 
of elty dignity, at a very early hour, The gentle 
men in the pit, te humeur their rulers, for I eannor 
think It was to humour themſelves, as has been af- 
ferted, or to make what Is called / of ſuch reſpee« 
table characters, although I am told there were's 
great many wage among them, contrived, what with 
W and ruffing, and beating the benches with 
thelr Ricks, to raiſe a moſt thundering applauſe to 
John Grieve and his retinue ; and which was 6 fre 
quently renewed, that the good Provoſt, elther, as 
his enemies fay, but which 1 deem a moſt villainous 
aſperſian, from « natural aukwardnefs, and the want 
of a dancing-maſter in his youth, or, as I am apt td 
ſuppoſe, from his being rendered giddy by the aver+ 
powering clamours which affaulted his ears from 
very ſide, could not, by his utmoſt exertions, get 
either his head, ar his hands, or his body, twiſted 
into any thing that reſembled. a bow. So that, weas 
ried out at laſt with ineffectual endeavours, he fat 
him down contented in filent majeſty ; and during the 
reſt of the night, though the clouds of incenſe which 
had roſe thick around him were almoſt diſperſed, 
their delicious odour, however, ſtill remained, which 
his Lordihip ſeemed to ſnuff up with ſuch eager ec - 
ſtaſy, that he could take no ſhare in the diſtreſs or 
Lady Randolph, I thought I could not paſs over 
this deſcription. in honqut to the chief magiſtrate of 
| D our 


En } 


eur city : but I muſt now turn wy: aentlort to we 
Was dem weden ea, ee e | 


: 1 will be neceſſury to oblerve, that upon 1 
day, the fifth of June, a ſmall number of rioters 
had aſſembled, who, as a means of gathering re- 
cruits, had forced the public drum from the Baillie 
of Portſburgh, which not anſwering their expecta- 
tions at that time, they reſolved to reſerve it till 
Monday, and were actually allowed to carry off this 
trophy, and depoſit it in ſecurity. On Monday, ac- 
cordingly, they paraded through the ſtreets of Edin- 
burgh with the Baillie's drum, in the face of a nu- 
merous town-guurd, in arms, and a regiment of 
foot in the caſtle b. No oppoſition thus appearing, 
their numbers grew more and more formidable, fo 
that they now thought themſelves ſtrong enough to 
march down to the diſtillery; but here an accident 
had nearly happened, which the Sheriff certainly was 
not bound to foreſee, and for which, therefore, his 
policy, of which we have above given the derail, is 
not to be blamed, A new object of vengeance 


* It I te this elreumſiance that the author of the poem, or bal« 
lad, of ſong, Which the reader will find in the appendix, and 
Which I have publifhed there In order to aveld the greater evil of ity. 
coming out by lifelf, alludes in me following lines i 

„We traitors gave the elty up, 
« Abandening all ius eares 
« While the inſulted Rreets refound 
„Wich other drums than their's.” 
but at that author is miſtaken in moſt other things, ſo le he als 
1 for the drum, M1 the reader way way iir, 
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ſtruck the eyes of the populace, this was the theatre: 
the money conſumed there they thought might be 
much better employed, and they therefore reſolved 
its downfal, No guard was near it; no defence; 
nothing to ſave the flower of our nobility and gen- 
try j nothing to protect our fair countrywomen, the 
„pride of Caledonia's dames,” to uſe the words of 
Glenalvon, (for I myſelf have read the play of 
Douglas) no ſhelter, no refuge, no aſſiſtance. The 
rabble raiſe a tremendous ſhout ; no one knows but 
the theatre may be ine flames. The actors are diſs 
turbed; even the male part; of the audience is in 
confuſion, while the trembling fair ones look around 
for that aid, which, had the populace perſiſted in 
their purpoſe, could; in the end, but little avail | 
them! But yet who ban blame the Sheriff? How 
many noble deſigns has the malice of fortune fruſ- 
trated! How mgny unforeſeen calamities attend even 
the wiſeſtuſohemes ! I Tay, therefore, again,” who 
can blame the Sheriff? Beſides, it evidently appears 
he was the care of i Providence, and Providence, 
ſurelyy never protests the unworthy : for by one of 
thoſe » ſudden and 'unuecountable turns of mind, 
which can be aſcribed only to its agency, the Sheriff 
was ſaved from this diſggtace z the mob marched wy 
on _— was VEE from danger, | 


4 "_ bifore the ah 0500 at the 10 hou 


the magiſtratei, In order to keep up appearances and 
conceal their ſeeret from the people at large, had 
aired, as If with an intention te wateh the -motions 


of 


0 i 
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of the rabble, They, however, were allowed to 
proceed quietly: down to Canon mills, where they 
ſet fire: to a hayſtack belonging to the Haigs, and 
| ſome. unfortunate carte Which happeried to be bear. 

At laſt matters were thought ripe for the appearance 
of the, Sheriff, who, according to the plan, and in 
. Conliſtence; with hie dignity, was then only to malce 

his appearance when the plot began to thicken, in 

conformity to the practice of the ſtage, where, fre · 
queritly,” the hero of the plece does not enter, 66 J 
am told, till the two firſt acte,or fo be over. De- 
termined upon à camplets victory, he now ap- 
prosched in the full dignity of hie 6Mee, und fol- 
lowed by an armed free. True digulty ie not In- 
conſiſtent with the deepeſt humllity, eſpecially in the 
chatacter ef 4 Chilſtlan. Of this the She rlff u fforded 
remarkable example! with: infinite meekneſb, and 
8 patience that was really aſtoniſhlng, he, ore all the 
inſults,and revllings af the mab, hꝭR want even ſo 
far as to threaten, in his fate, to burn his houſe to 
the: ground. Thelr worde indeed, > far ſurpaſſed 
tel deeds f for 8 ſerjeant's. guard being diſpatched, 
was folind a ſufficient protection. While the mob 
were thus employing their tongues/inftead of thel- 
bands, and ungratefully abuſing the Sheriff, 'unmind- 
ful of his having formerly delivered up their-priſon« 
ers to them, he, who in the midſt of his valour never 


forgets his prudence, thought he might, without 


any great dagger, naw try the mettle of his oppo» 
nents, He therefore ordered a few random ſhots to 


be fred, determined, in caſe; they ſtill continued = 
* Wt violent, 


[4] 
_ vivlent,'to have recourſe, a ſecond time, to his ora- 
. torial powers, of which we have before given a 
| ſpecimen, and from which he concluded, and rightly, 
that he could effect his grand purpoſe, as well as by | 
arms, of diſplaying his eminent qualities for gene - 
ral Imitation, of affording an example to the other 
. Sheriffs of Scotland, and of acquiring to himſelf the . 
title, which as 1 tead long ago in the hiſtory. of 
Tamerlane, of which I was particularly fond in my - 
youth; that conqueror uſed to give to his . 
due Viazeert, of Lord of the ſword and the peu.“ 
Dut the event diſcovered there was no need bf gra- 
tory 4 the few ſhots that were [fred made the mob 
ſeamper off In confuſlon, upon that ſide to Which 
they were directed, and In which, Indeed, they were 
In the ſmalleſt number. The croud thus being de- 
monſtrated to be poltroons, lt may appear to peo- 
ple of vulgar apprebenſſons, that the Sherlff had 
now a gtorlous opportunlt) of ſelzing 'updn, the 
| principal delinquents, as the greater part of © mob 
Ril 'remained wedged ſo cloſe together, that they 
could have made ho refiſtanee 105 theft, pee oh 
muſt be informed that the Sheriff had higher Fay. 
than making priſoners 1 this was a buſineſh below 
hiv dignity; and to be executed by catchpoles, tel⸗ 
fengers, and ſuch like, Woyld they transform the 
Sheriff of Mid Lothian inte u thlefeatoher ! Rid 
cus! Abſurd! The reader n 'now tb ſee how 
mich more nobly the Sheriff acted ; Ay en 

were. ordered to be made for 4 gene diſcharge, 
not | 16 the Sheriff wiſhed to deliver the rabble 
"4 over 
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MET 39 the cuſtody of death a8 the ſecureſt yailor, 
or I gannot allow myſelf to indulge the idea that 
ne had a purpoſe ſo ſanguinary bur Judging that 
there was no more danger to be dreaded from them 
than from their .afſoclates Who had flex, he reſolved 
to make « complete ront of them, being convinced 
now. they would: not. ſtand, fire. And indeed how 
could, they, when, upwards of one half 'of them 
were women and children? The Sheriff's expecta- 
tion were not diſappained y, the terror of theſe pre- 
parations threw them intg,,a, panic, and they all fled 
to a man. The Sheriff thus remained, maſter, of the 
field of battle, or, if the, reader,chyſys, rather, the 
field pf, flight, exulting in. the glory he had ac+ 
quired from ſo. compleze, « victory. It now ap- 
peared, ee that the previous ſtept taken by 
the Sheriff and magiſtrates to ſpirit, up a mob Were 
abſolutel/ necefſiry 3, fore, even; afterall, their endes, 
vourp, there were not twenty, men gf reſolution af; 
ſembled;;all the.reſt counted. for nothing, however 
reat their numbers.” They were, indeed, able ta 
ot fire ta a diſtillery, or burn a play houſe, when, 
left to themſelves, for, eren children cen work mis · 
chief» but look them, in, the. face and they were 
ON A numerous party. coming vp, was. diſperſed 
y. the dint found gf, the thor, ech daf ane 
4 as poſſible,, The Reps, thereforeg Hrepeat i 2 
taken, by the Sheriff and magiſtrates! were / abſolu 
neceſſary and dq the HgheT honour to their form 
hgh he and. i poligre. . em del o beo d 
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Having thus conducted our herb to the eonclufton 
of this important day, Which put a final ſtop to the 
diſturbances in Edinburgh, it will be proper to give 
a ſhort recapitulation of the whole of the buſineſs, 
in order to preſent my reader, in one collected view; 
with the whole policy, and conduct, and wiſdom, 
of our Sheriff; The picture, indeed, will be in 
miniature, but the imagination of the reader eon 
eaſily ſupply the deficiency,” and make up for the 
want of a full length; and here DD 


The mob had been Aiſperſe on *_ aut of the 
fourth, but yet in ſo maſterly a manner as rendered 
it almoſt impoſſible that they ſhould not aſſemble 
again. Upon the fifth, they were allowed to carry 
off the public drum, and beat up for recruits, 
Sunday, the fixth, a day which our populace never 
violates, was employed only in ſecret machinations; 
Monday, the ſeventh, the magiſtrates totally deſert 
the police; the Sheriff keeps out of the way, the 
mob parades through the ſtreet with the moſt ſu- 
preme inſulence, beating time to the ſound of their 
drum, and with all the exultation which cowards 
diſplay when they perceive no danger. They in- 
creaſe to a vaſt number, and the policy of the Sheriff 
has now brought them all within his clutches.” Had 
a different plan been purſued on the night of the 
fourth, the mob might have been totally quaſhed, 
and that too without the loſs of a man on either ſide, 
But then the Sheriff would have been en overved a ſecond 
dopo F stine his . the ſame ob- 
Wang jecti / 


| 


„ 
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| Jeon lay againſt attacking them on Saturday, 


Beſides, it was 


when they firſt ſeized the drum. 


altogether beneath 'a man of the Sheriff's ſpirit and 


ſagacity to attack a ſmall number, from whoſe. de- 
feat he could gain no glory, and who were too thin 
an audience for the diſplay. of his eloquence... Add 
to this, that it would not have cut up the mob by 
the roots; the Sheriff's plan was to get them all col- 
lected, in order that having this manifold monſter. 
transformed, as it were, into one head, he might cut 
it off at one blow. Itis, indeed, a maxim of ſome 

people who think themſelyes wiſe, that things of 
this kind ſhould be cruſhed at the beginning, before 

they gather to a head; but the Sheriff was not a 

common thinker. His notions were more exalted; 
he determined upon ſomething deciſive; and reſolved G 
io act with regard to the mob as is ſweetly ſung in 
our verſion of the Pſalms, the melody of which, 
whoever has ſeen the Sheriff's poetry muſt confeſs, 
he imitates moſt wonderfully : _ #6 


„That he ſhould give them reſt from aye 
% Of fad adverſity, | 

„ Until the pit be digged for maſts 
« That work iniquity,” _ 


And who will not confeſs that the pit was dug moſt 


effeQually ? For this reaſon it was, that he ſtopped 
*« his thunder in mid volley.” For this reaſon it was 
that the ghoſt of a mob was ſuffered to ſpread ay 
much terror as other ghoſts uſe to excite — F or this 
reaſon it was, that a phantom, a ſhadow, yas con 
jured 


L 35 ] 
jured up into a ſubſtance — That children were al- 
lowed to plunder the properties, and lay waſte the 
poſſeſſions of His Majeſty's ſubjects; affault a Royal 
theatre, and diſturb the quiet of the country for 
many miles round — For men at laſt being brought 
to join them, they tumbled into the pit altogether. 
From this recapitulation, then, joined with the pre- 
ceding narrative, none of yoy, my countrymen, 
ſurely can refuſe to concur with me in admiration of 
our worthy Sheriff! 
* IND 

And here I ſhould evnchude my W 4 
but that I think it neceſſary juſt to notice, that this 
ſame night of the ſeventh, a party ſet off from Dal 
keith to the diſtillery at Ford, which they burnt to 
the ground, diſdaining at the ſame time to taſte a 
drop of the liquor. This fact, which the whole 
country can atteſt,” plainly ſhews, that the people 
were actuated ſolely by a ſenſe of what they thought 
grievances, and demonſtrates at the ſame time, the 
abſolute neceſſity of that policy which I noticed at 
the beginning, of no pains being taken to enlighten 
the populace upon the ſubject of diſtilleries; - becauſe, 
had they been once convinced that the diſtilleries 
were only an imaginary grievance, there would have 
been no mob; and then, alas! can any friend of the 
Sheriff's think of ic without ſhuddering ? that ma- 
giftrate would have * borne the ſword in vain]“ 
' But, thank heaven, he provided completely againſt 

Ahle, as 1 think 1 have fully ſhewn n be 


% Which 1 Mall now put 8 final ce 
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ha- two laſt chapters we have delineated the 
f the Sheriff, previous to, and during the 
vation af the , mobs, For this chapter we 


ali e moth 


l confider his behaviour after their ſuppreſſion; 


a behaviour eqqally fruitful of praiſe to him, and of 
lon ta my readers; and with this 1 ſhall. con- 

my N e e ee % n 111 
0 qr 0 var muy 104 *0n eee 211 e 
de Sheriff now thought Nope to call a meeting 
of the herltors of the county, who were liable for the 
damages already ſuſtained, and which might be ſuſ- 
by individuale for want of ' a proper police — 


gukge,/ the violences/i and: danigers ' aceaſianed by 


the mobs; and his fears for the future,” voleſs. ſuch. 


diſorders: were nah checked, He modeſtly con- 
ſeſſed, ſor true genius is never atrogant, that he 
had not yet made up his mind upon a ſubjeRt of ſuch 
difficulty, and concluded, with begging: their ab- 
fiſtance in the arduous undertaking. I muſt con- 
feſs, that I have met with people; enemies to the 


Sbbeiff, ho have argued, from his ſuhſequent cone 


duct, that he had made up his mind upon the ſubject 
* en * 


He . diſplayed to them in the moſt energetle lan- 


- 
8 * 


/ 


\ 


C * . 

ſealed by the. Chancellor, and that the conſulting of 
the, heritors was only, a. piece of formality. But 
ſurely theſe people were very unfit Judges of cha- 
racters, if they can blame the Sheriff for this, which, 
I reckon his greateſt honour. When a man is really 
undecided upon a meaſure, no, wonder that he ſhould, 


in the moſt forcible way. But when you have already 


laid your plans, and concerted all your meaſures, 
by which you are reſolyed firmly to ſtand; when 


you have made up your mind in a bundle which you 
| are determined never to untle ! when you ſtand in 
vo need of counſel, and are above all direRtian, then 
to condeſcend ta crave the help and opinions of other 
men, car proceed from nothing but the pureſt be · 
nevolence, and the very knight-etrantry of polite» 
neſt, 80 that this conduct of the Sheriff ls. worthy 
of the higheſt praiſe, aud is. of itſelf alone ſyfficlent 


for which reaſon 1 make à preſent of It 80 
_ cates of the benevolent ſyſtem ! who will, 1 6 
nat fall to uſe it, But ſome. may think, that 15 


ever bright the Sheriff's benevolence ſhone on ibis 


occaſian, his prudence was, rather under a cloud 
ſince, if a majority of the meeting had been of diffe- 


rent. ſentiments from him, he myſt have been forged 


to relinquiſh his own opinions — Thoſe, however, 


who thus object, do pot confider, rar the Re 


of a Mid- Lothian megting, howgvgr eſractory ſome 
ia che minority may be, have, y the m 


o 


aſk advice, and ſeek aſſiſtance; ſelf-love dictates this 


to refute all the arguments of (elk, philoſophers z; 
A | 


rp ſays 4 


—_ 


leſs 
wars of che Houſe of APR rn a 9 |? 6 


the Sherlff and that family are hand and glove, as 


— —̃— — — 
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low wherever any of that Houſe chuſe to lead them; 


avolding, by this meats, all that confuſſon and dif- 
order which the fools in England call liberty, Now 


we ſay; and, therefore, there could be no danger of 
being obliged to abandon! hls ſentiments : and thus 


are diſpetied thoſe clouds which envy and malice 
| have raiſed to obſcure the glory ol our _ But 


now for our narrative, 


Mr John an one 47 the W of br. 


chequer, whoſe abilities, alas! have led him fo far 
aſtray as to make him refuſe to be enrolled in the 
train of the family of Arniſton, the greateſt btemiſh 
of his * * and which all lovers of order deplore in 
common, ' propoſet ſome ſpirired reſolutions, which, 
rang we muſt lament, as tinged with the colour 


of party prejudices. In his remarks upon the dif- 
_ orderly and licentious ſpirit of the populace” in and 
about Edinburgh, he almoſt directly charged the 


Sheriff with allowing the laws to be groſsly and 
ſhamefully violated with impunity; not comprehend- 
ing the exalted policy of that magiſtrate, who, as 
we have obſerved over and over again, allowed the 
diſturbance ro grow to maturity, merely in order to 
diſplay his courage und abilities in overpowering 
them at their greateſt height, Nay, he even went 
fo far as to charge the late chief crown lawyer, Mr. 


Henry Dundas, with remifſhefs,” in not proſecuting 


the rioters. in the *popiſh mobs, and affirmed, that 


this example of impunity was * of 
the 


Wal 


CT 
| the burning of London, the populace percelving that 
they might go any lengths without dread of puniſh. ' 
ment, To prevent, therefore, the preſent erown 
lawyers from having any excuſe for remiſſheſs, he 
propoſed, that the meeting ſhould recominend It to 
them to Inquire who the chief dellnquents were, and 
proſecute them with ſeverity; by which means, to- 
gether with a proper vigilance in watching the firſt 
appearances of a tumult, and a proper vigour in 
_ and puniſhing the delinquents, he thought 
cual check wund be deen to the preſent 
Mturdanes, 


* 
ii. 


(Wwe Wan the matter of Sir John's propo- 
_ » faly might pleaſe 'the Sheriff and his adherents, the 
manner in which he' made them was deſervediy diſa- 
greeable; it was, therefore, reſolved to diſapprove 
of them for the preſent. The Solicitor General, 


' - Mr, Robert Dundas, declared, as the mouth of the 


majority, that in a caſe of ſuch importance he was 
. * not for precipitation,” ' Vulgar politicians may, 
perhaps, think, that the Solicitor, in the flurry of 
ſpeaking, incident to a young man, had miſtaken 
precipitation for delay , but refined ſtateſmen knew 
better. Had Sir John's propoſal been executed im- 
 tmediately, there was no chance for another mob, 
Now it would have been a moſt unpardonable error 
to have run the riſk of depriving the Sheriff of a 
third opportunity of ** bearing his ſword :” the Soli- 
 bitor, therefore, moved, © that a Committee be ap- 
* ne to conHder what Was to be done, und to 


ab ; Ti report 


oz, wc Om. — ͤ— 


pfimarily from Sit John, who was even ſoundly 


. 
* report to another general meeting of the freeholders. 
e to be held that day ſe'nnight ; which, after a ſhort. 


debate, was agreed to.“ Five great points were 


thus gained by the Solicitor, firſt, in the ſpace of 
eight days, if any one among that immenſe number 
of ſober-thinking people, who were enemies to the 
diſtilleries, choſe to join the mob, they had, by this 
means, full time given them. Secondly, a deciſive 
meaſure being thus rejected, the populace were in- 


duced to believe, when no other was ſubſtituted in 


its place, that the crown lawyers were againſt a 
proſecution, and accordingly might proceed to the 
moſt violent meaſures under the impreſſion of im- 
punity, - Thirdly, * if the erown lawyers really 


ſhould proceed to proſecute. the offenders, this reft- 


rence to a Committee tended to lull the culprits 
aſleep, while, in the mean time, informers might 
get full intelligence of every ſoul of them; whereas, 


according to Sir John's plan, a ſenſe of immediate 


danger might have made them take the precaution 
of flight. Fourthly, when the proſecution did com- 
mence, the odium of it among the vulgar would na- 
turally fall upon Sir John Dalrymple and thoſe who 
acted with him, who muſt thus loſe that great en- 
gine of a minority, the affection of a people, ſince 
the crown lawyers would be ſuppoſed to be forced 
into it by their clamour, which even the common 
people knew were ſupported by the laws of the couns 
try. While, on the other hand, fifthly, the proſecu« 
tion being adopted by a Committee, and not taken 
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rated, as the reader is going to ſee, by the Solicitor, 
he and his party were taught that the frecholders of 
Mid Lothian valued them not à ruſh, © Such was 
the policy of Robert Dundas! Who, after this, will 
dare to maintain that wiſdom is to be eſtimated by 
the colour of the hair, or meaſured by the length of 
man's beard ? Surely my countrymen will ſing 
along wich me, „ out of the mouths of babes and 
ſucklings thou haſt ordained praiſe ? But even 
this Was not all; I mentioned that the Solicitor gave 
Sir Jobn Dalrymple a ſound rating. The reader is 
now to bear it: The. honourable Baronet,” it is 
the, Solicitor who ſpeaks, has mentioned a re- 
#{icommendation:- to/.the crown lawyers; Sir, 1 
 & highly venerate the frecholders of Mid Lothian, 
but I will not be directed by them, or by any one 
| Age, in the diſcharge of that duty which it lies 
ia my own breaſt to diſcharge to, my: Sovereign, 
65 from bon 1; have received” this office, and to whom 
& alone I am accountable in the exerciſe; of its 
. funRtions,” He ſaid a. great deal more to the ſame 
purpaſe but this ſpecimen muſt ſuffice for the pre- 
ſent, The. Solicitor has, indeed, been attacked by 
ſeveral malicious perſons, as ſpeaking with too much 
familiarity of the King, Who, ſay theſe people, 
Would feel no blank ain che number of thoſe he 
knows, though the name of Robert Dundas were 
out of the atestion. Nay they ſeruple not to auer, 
> that Me. Henry, Dundug/gave, him his office; not the 
King and that It W mete matter of bargain and 
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being clapped into the ſaid Henry's pocket, and re- 


ccived in the groſs along with him. The truth of this 
I do not attempt to deny and I called theſe people 
malicious, not becauſe they told a falſehood, but be- 
cauſe they wiſhed to turn that to the Solicitor's pre- 
judice, which, I think, turns out to his honour. 
For will any man deny that the higheſt reſpect ſhould 
always be paid to the houſe of Atmſton? Will any 
man deny that the great offices of the law ſhould al- 
ways appear to the people to be beſtowed by the 
Sovereign? Will any man deny that a ſuppoſed, inti- 


macy with the Sovereign will pot beſtow a kind.of 


ſanctity upon the perſon poſſeſſed of it) Will any 
man deny that this kind of ſancthy ſhould always 
attend the ctown lawyer? Will any man deny that 
of all the crown lawyers that ever exiſted; the pre. 
ſent Solicitor has the greateſt need of this adventl» 
tous afſiſtance,' his own nature and character being 
totally deſtitute of It} Will any man deny that It 10 
nat, then, moſt neceſſary to boaſt of ſueh intimacy, 
when the ſtrongeſt evidence appears agalaſt ie} Will 
any man deny that the ſtrongeſt evidence did appear 
againſt our Solicitor} Will any man, therefore, 
finally, deny, that it was proper in him, laudable, 
_ meritorious, and neceſſiry, to boaſt of the office 
being conferred on him by ble Sovereign, and that 
accordingly it Is true, what we have ſaid; that this 
conduct does him the higheſt honour? - Fear nothing 
then, my ſweet Bobby deſpiſe the malice of yout 
enemies. Under the protectiem of this my bat 
of incerrogations, formidable 4 thoſe which the 
SELL luſtrious 
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udn Tommy Townſend, when in oppoſition, 
uſed to play off againſt Miniſtry, you may, with. 
confidence, defy them all! But whither am I car- 
ried ? I beg pardon of the Sheriff for this , 
*. I return to you, my hero, this mens | 


- The "ita meeting again. aſſembled that 1 
fapight, and Fortune, I cannot ſay Providence, 
for ſurely. it muſt have favoured the Sheriff, for- 
tune, alas! having decreed that no mob ſhould ariſe, 
the Sheriff, ſubmitting with pious reſignation to that 
« time. and chance, which the Bible, aſſureth us, 
« happen to all men,“ determined to adopt the pro- 
ſecutlon, Fretted, perhaps, with the diſappointments 
he had ſuſtained “, the proſecution was commenced, 
and carried on with more ſeverity and extent than Sir 
John Dalrymple had intended, Sentence of tranſs 
portatlon, thelr ſervices belng adjudged to four» 
teen ſome, others to ſeven years, was paſſed upon 
the rloters whom the Sheriff's informery had dete e- 
ted, Two of them were whipped through the town, 


The Sheriff had met with another affalr tee te chagrin him, 
A Committee of the gentlemen of the county had met at Dalkeith te 
eanfider the affair of the diſtillery at Ford, the burning of which we 
have before mentioned; The old women of that town, who wers 
by no means well affected ta the Sheriff, thought proper alſo o ap- 
polnt a Committee of thelr number to drive out the Committee of 
freeholders j and which accordingly they effected, One of theſe was 
men, in particular, with « brigk»bat in each hand, had the audacity | 
to challedige the Sheriff to ſingle combat. Our valourout hero, 
however, brandiſhing hie piſtol in her face, at lat got rid of her, 
This accident, however, could not fail to ſour his temper, and might 
be an additional reaſon of what is mentioned in the text. 


n F attended 


(4) Me: 
attended with u ſtrong military force z and thus m- 
ters have ended, Before putting, however, a'period 
to this turrative, let me obſerve in concluding, t that 
the Sheriff deſerved av much praiſe in this latter part 
as in any of the former, The ritgleaders, ' ſeized on 
the fourth of June, had been diſmiſſed by him, as 
related above, and even a formal treaty entered into 
with them ; but then they were diſmiſſed only to be 
more - ſeverely puniſhed afterwards. "The Sheriff's 
policy here ſparkles with ſopetior- luſtre, He con- 
trived a mode which rendered u priſon unneceſſary ; 
and while the rioters were allowed to walk about 
at freedom, really detained chem in' inviſible chains, 
as if by the power of magic. To do this, indeed, 
required a ſacrifice of his honiour:” but what then ? 
Is not the Sheriffs honour as dear to him ts his life! 
If he ſactificed the one then, he will de equally ready, 
when called on, to ſacrifice the other too, for the be+ 
nefit of his country! What a patriot ! Sacrifice" his 
honour | What a victim! The ſmoke of it, like the 
ſmoke of the torments of the nome ſhall aſcend 


1 for ever and ever! 


or ar dw run Fo BOT 


And now, my er deſire you ay Ji 
dich me in celgbrating the downfal of this mob, in 
che worde of - the F in our dn excellent 


verſion; 
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0 An that they for ever may 
n Deſtroyed be and ſlain n | 
gut thou, O Lord, art the moſt high, 

« For ever to remain, 

« For, lo! thine enemies, O Lord, 

* Thine enemies periſh ſhall : 1 


The workers of iniquity 
jo Wann all.“ F NY 
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ROS! 9 | | And ll th people fly Amen! 
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A FRIEND of e eee 
America, gave me, at his departure, the following 
little poetical piece, which he intended to have pub- 
liſhed himſelf, had I not offered to undertake the 
taſk; though, indeed, after à long ſtruggle in my 
' own mind, and many appeals to my conſcience, I 
hated to be the publiſher of ſuch an attack upon our 
Sheriff and magiſtrates z but I hated ſtill more that 
it ſhould walk abroad alone, My narrative now 
marches before it, and proclaims aloud, as it paſſes, 
that the thing behind It iy all a lle. To ſecure the 
matter ill farther, I have ordered my eldeſt ſon, 
Jerry, to write « Commentary upon the moſt excep» 
tlonable paſſages, which the reader will find guarding 


Ae rear; M4 the narrative Joys the van, 


SONG, 
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HAVE ye any meal within the houſe, | 


Good wife, come tell me true ? 
« 'Tis a at the diſtillery, 
Nane gets it but the ſow," 


II. 
Have ye any corn within the houſe, 
To ſend unto the mill? 
« The de'el. a grain, tis a ta'en up 
« In whiſky to diſtil. T 


| III. 

O hae ye nae potatoes, wife, 
To fill my hungry wame? 

Oe wa to the diſtillery, 
„% "There's nought at a at hame," 


IV 


That turned his food to gold: 
But when his hungry ſtomach yearned, 
His comfort was but cod. 


| v. 5 
Is not their folly greater (ill, | 
Who turn our food to gin}. 
It filly us drunk, it makes ut mad, 
But never ſtuffy our kin, 


j 0 


I've heard of old King Midas wb, 


The ; 
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The King's birth-day ir __ near, 
Then ſhall we merry 
We'll make as rare a bon — wiſh, 
At ever ye did ſee, 
Vit. 
When new laws they were making, wiſh, 
That Popery might ſpread, 


Did we not burn thelr ehapels down, "0 
# And on thelr rulns wa | } 


VIII. 
Wat, Hamilton freed looking on, 
With faldiers eempaſſed round j 
Bueeleugh and all his men were there, „ 
But no reſpect they found, 


IX. 
Full twenty thouſand gallant lads, 
To make our bonfire bent; 1 
ma wer on earth conn them withſtand, 
Or their deſigny prevent? 


| X. | 7 
" Ah. Willy, dear, ye mavn tak 1 
« Far fore, ſore Im afrald, 
« Qf all your twenty thouſand friends, 
Not ten wlll give you ald,” 


Xl, 
% The reſt, a daſtard, coward crew, | 
% Will only go to gave, 
« Or faithleflly to tell ſuch tales 
As may cut ſhort your days.“ | 
1 OY © Core 
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XII. 
Come on, my boys,” and let us ſeek - 
© The cauſe of all our woe; | 
© For if gur hands fail not our hearts, 
© We'll quickly lay it low.“ 


Xin. a 
© Good morrow, Maſter Sheri, 
t With terror In his checks, 


a — now out dene 9, tt a 
Fer he has dale hie brooks.) * 
XIV. 


get free, ſat free, our merry men, 
Or rue the woeful dy,“ F 

He ſets them. free, tg take revenge // - 
Whew friends are all aways. + 


XV, 
* Farewel | firewel | my laying wife. 
„never ſee thee more; © 
For T am ſent to fpend my dye 
On deſkrr Arles org,?“ 
XVI. 

« Where cruel maſter wields the whip ; 
« Achained flave I go, 


« Hourly to curſe my birth, and pray 
i For death to end my woe.“ 


— 


* I have here omitted part of a line, for which even my friend 
will thank me; for I know that, upon reflection, he would exelaim 
with me, Curſed be the man who could fo far indulge his hatred 
againſt any character, as tv allow himſelf to tinge, for a moment, 
the yourhful cheek of female modeſty with the bluſh of ſhame, 


* 


F 


[ 


The | 


— 
— — — : — 


k % ] 

The mournful — 
® MAUFA Mute] 
And faw end gp der var + 


The hangman's ignaminious ſtroke, 
Wich looks indignant, bear, 


XVII. 

„ Ill falls the laſh ; were juſter far,“ 
The offended people ſay, 
Did their vile ſhoulders feel: the ſmart, 

« Wha baſely cauſed the frayy © 


XIX. hit 
% Who, traitors, gave the city uß, 4 5 | 
« Abandoning all its cares, 1 
« While the inſulted ſtreets reſoune 
« With other drums than their's ; 


Xx. Laier e 
« Who. meanly ſet the felons five Tr 
«© They, they, deſerve the ſtroke . 
Who promiſed pardon to the — 
« And then "> am broke * 


b , . 6 4 
19 7 
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| Commentary 150 the above BALLAD, 


- by JBRBMIAH Jose. luden 


5 TE Ballad upon which I am to write a Com- 
mentary, is an anonymous piece, and of itſelf de- 
deſerves no conſideration — Were it not for the tur- 
bulent ſpirit of the times, it muſt ſoon fink into con» 
tempt, along with all other anonymous and defama- 
_ tory libels “ The exploits of gentlemen, whoſe 
« delicacy and modeſty,” to uſe the words of the 
writer of the life of Eraſmus, © will not permit them 
© to, ſet their names to their works; works, which, 
« like a candle's end burning in the ſocket, ſoon ceaſe 


ec both to blaze and to ſtink,” But ſince it is likely 


to walk abroad upon the ſtilts of popular prejudice, 
and even to be borne aloft upon the gale of faction, 
it is the duty of every honeſt man to take aim at it, 


A and bring 1 it down in its Ra career. Dii mea vota 
ſeeundent. . b 


STANZA I, 


The ** af the ballad ſeems to have a fore of 


be ancipathy to ſwine, But did it eſcape him, 


that the numerous colonies of ſwine, which muſt be 
{ent forth from the diſtillery, will make ample amends 
to all Chrifians in the cauntry, for the meal which 


B 3” &# * 
88 F d | he 


* 


he abſurdly ſays t nane gets but the ſow.” Theſe 
ſwine may even ſave the expence of inſtruments of 


Egyptians did, to turn up the ground, and thus we 
will obtain a double benefit. For this fact, I refer 
the reader to Herodotus — I would give the paſſage 
in the original, but my father has forbidden me to 
uſe the Greek letters, and I will not diſgrace” that 
language, as how d'ye call the man who writes 
about truth, Beattie, of Aberdeen, has done, by. 

"— the rank; letters into Engliſh characters! 


4 


STANZA Il. 


It is a curious way my father's friend has taken to 
fill the man's “ hungry wame, by making him de. 
firous of ſending corn to the mill. So he muſt have 
wanted ment till the miller ground it! O lepidum 

eaput / It is true, the man's hunger le not mentioned 
till the next ſtanza but then you may be furs he 
meant this, 1 aſfbrt It upon my WR of a 
Commentator, | 


g 
1 


STANZA III. 14h \ 


And pray what better uſb could be made of the 

atoes than fending them to the diſtillery ) It is a 
me for the dutiful, loyal, and ſubmifive people 
of Seotland, to feed upon u vile, rebelliow, Triſh 
root w» Would that the Sheviff would inrerdit "the 
uſe of them altaget er, feen 


liſh we imbibe their . a "a7 ANZA 


14 7 


8 TANZ A IV. and V. 
een ng ft 
Without animadverting upon the faulty compari- 
ſon contained in theſe verſes, I ſhall proceed to a 
defence of drinking, and in particular of the Sheriff*s 
_ drinking, which this, woy'd-be-wit attempts oblique- | 
Iv. to ſatirize 3 and I ſhall begin with quoting ſcrip- 
ture, after the laudable example of my father — 
Drink no longer water,“ ſay the apoſtle to Ti- 
mothy, “ but uſe a little wine for thy ſtomach's ſake, 
and thine often ipfirmities. Mine is here uſed as 
2 genetic tefm, comprehending under it every ſpe- 
cies pf ſtrong liquor. The apoſtle, indeed, ſays a 
ditthe ſtrong wine. But then it is to be noticed, that 
an gbediegt mind always outruns, in ſame degree, the 
Pravept, and is not contented unleſs to the labour 
of duty it adds alſo; * the labour of love.” Accord» 
jag to this principle, the Sheriff drinks much wine 
gad whos, ſave cavillers of this author's deſcription, 
Will nat praiſe him for It? This precept of drinking 
Wine, Ie confirmed by the practice of theſe hvitians 
ven who have degenerated maſt from. apeſtolis pu- 
mays The Georgians, as Chardln affures us, de net 
_ reckon theſe te be Chriſtians, who de net get them» 
Calves dead drunk at thelr grand feſtivals. Hear 
mel L Prifn der Capucins ms rd. Aver 
e five au Cardolices (on appel, ai, le Pairiarebs 
& Georgie) gut enlui, gui aur grande Fife chm 
„ Pager et Not). we 3 enture pas autifrement, ne pa. 


TO pour reli, et adult tire aucun, 
Ga And 


[41] 
And ſhall not our Sheriff outſtrip theſe degenerate 
Chriſtians, and get drunk every day in the year — 
For ſhame, Mr. Author, for name! Pudet hec 
« opprobria nobis et dici potuiſſe." But we rejdicè on 
the other hand, “ potuiſſe refelli.“ And that not 
only by the practice of the Sheriff, but of Mr. 
Henry Dundas, and my Lord Thurlow. Of the 
drinking of the firſt, I mean Mr. Dundas, 1 can 
give a moſt remarkable example, among numberleſs 
others which happened at his laſt election dinner 
in the afſembly hall of Edinburgh, on Thurſdyß 
the 8th of April, of this year, I was not, indeed, 
preſent, though I had received an invitation, 
owing to my uncle's intimacy in the family, and 
though 1 had heard his ſpeech to the Mid-Lothian 
freeh6lders, that very day in the Inner Parliament 
houſe, which both for the ſtile, and the tone in which 
it was delivered, might have done honour to Mr. 
Weſley himſelf, being unexpeRtedly obliged to ſer 
off for Glaſgow on the Friday morning, and buſled 
all the preceding evening in preparations for my 
joutney, which was as joyful as unenpected. KM „ 
this dinner, then, as I heard from a friend of mine, 
who fat at the ſame table with Mr. Dundas and the 
Duke of Hamilton, the former ſo completely obeyed 
the wine-drinking precept, that he was neither able 
to ſtand nor fit; and his ſocial affectlons were ſo 
heightened that he kiſſed and beſlabbered all around + 
him, eſpecially the aforeſaid Duke, with whom he 
ſwore eternal friendſhip. And theſe hall fuffliee for -» 
modern examples — Az for the ancient, _— , 


4 for the Cenſor is extremely ſevere.” But the 
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( 46 J 
rendes Homer (in Greek I mean, not in Pope's pa- 
raphraſe) will ſee praiſe of wine ſet forth in the 
moſt glowing colours. But alas | our Cenſor! He 
will come in with his ribbald verſes, and drive all 
our bottles from the table; ſo that we muſt ſay with 
the poet of Schiras, * Although the wine inſpires 


« vs with joy, and the gale ſcatters roſes around 
« ys, yet drink no more to the ſound of the lute, 


Sheriff and this commentary will prove a match for 
him. 


As the remaining ſtanzas proceed totally from a 
miſapprehenſion of the Sheriff's policy, of which 
my father has ſaid ſo much above, it is needleſs to ſay 
any more here, 


THE END. 


as. A. Fu ard 3 * 
45 * 0 wk b4 4 8 4 mY 
0 


. * e 
* *** * 3 4 " 553. * 
"*Y . ob * 


* 4 


Deere 1 


1% "= 52 — *L e a Nn 
'S "OT OTE 
N 1 \ 


'# Wo 
N That ts U n Wa, den FO. at)" es . 
. f e Ws), 22 vaiv io lag ed iis "I 
SAND 7: esl K Audlos e 5 
A le lh bak V bladdin td dilwonts brd Who . 
"ali Wa Dum 6w 2880 ot 'q vida ol e et 10 
| Vac Sa e 0 de vod * ö Jo e 61 999 
E een e s se ple ft bas Wiel iowa IS 
bc g h alt 1s bbc Ahn e 16m 9 hit! WA. bY 
. | £4, 2a Wong wmv | d 4 15 * 


"Act « Ae U CONT Liv, yi 


7 
Ar „ 1.1 þ art 4 N „ 
1 . | .. | | 
1 o \ l 4 1 hed "TOTEF 4 
> 4 | 8 ON "I, No . t,t WT ON q * 
3 a 1094) W wol rügen e *. 
F ew,” 


1 Pot I" N ne at 07 a 


P *” 
Ta 28 
Ta * p * 1 


« 4 
[ nd 4 
* © 


* 4 — _ 

* 4 
A 
s * * 2 q 
A 4 A 4 F 4 0 
0 


1 
= 


33 

7% a + 
r, . BE 
7 1 


41 


— 3 * e 


